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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents 

and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with Applicants' duty of disclosure under the 
provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the following references are 
brought to the attention of the Examiner. It is also brought to 
the attention of the Examiner the co-pending U.S. Patent 
Applications, all assigned to the same Assignee as the present 
invention: S/N 07/651,322, filed on February 6, 1991 by Woolford 
et al., attorney's docket number M&G 3616 . 20-US-02 , which is a 
divisional of S/N 07/534,831, filed on June 7, 1990 by Woolford 
et al., attorney's docket number M&G 3616 . 20-US-01 (now issued as 




U.S. Pat. No. 5,062,610); S/N 07/828,031, filed on January 30, 1992 
by Woolford, attorney's docket number M&G 3616 .26-US-01. 

Applicants bring the following references to the attention 
of the Examiner. Copies of these references and form 1449 are 
enclosed. No representation is made that any of the below 
references are "prior art" within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 102 
or S 103. Moreover, any explanations that follow below are not 
to be taken as a representation that the references have been 
thoroughly reviewed. In particular, no representation as to the 
relative relevance of any portion of a reference is intended. 
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2 463 237 


08/09/79 


France 


2 465 032 


09/07/79 


France 


18 11 932 


06/01/78 


Germany 


22 59 654 


06/12/74 


Germany 


27 19 107 


11/16/78 


Germany 


27 55 833 


07/20/78 


Germany 


34 01 629 


07/26/84 


Germany 


336 


02/01/1871 


Great Britain 


536,434 


Great Britain 


537, 153 


06/11/41 


Great Britain 


1 385 207 


01/10/75 


Great Britain 


1 386 088 


03/05/75 


Great Britain 


1 477 139 


06/22/77 


Great Britain 


2 091 775 


08/04/82 


Great Britain 


2 127 872 


04/18/84 


Great Britain 




08 /09 /89 


Great Britain 


456776 


04/21/50 


Italy 


459942 


10/11/50 


Italy 
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Soviet Union 


205452 


09/16/39 


Switzerland 


CH 657 172 


08/15/86 


Switzerland 


CH 669 001 


02/15/89 


Switzerland 




OTHER PUBLICATIONS 





Retaining Wall Block Pictures (date unknown) 

Columbia Machine Mold Descriptions (date unknown) 

Kawano Cement Brochure (date unknown) 

Diamond Block Test Report to University of Wisconsin, 
Platteville (1990) 

Versa Lock Product Literature (date unknown) 

Johnson Block Product Literature (date unknown) 

Oreo Block Co. Split Face Block Product Literature (date 
unknown ) 

Handy-Stone Retaining Wall System Product Literature (date 
unknown ) 

Aztech Wall System Installation Guide, Block Systems, Inc. 
(1989) 

EZ Wall Systems Product Literature, Rockwood Retaining Wall 
Systems, Inc. (date unknown) 
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Windsor Stone Product Literature, Block Systems, Inc. (1991) 

Diamond Wall Systems: The Cutting Edge , Anchor Block Co. 
(date unknown) 

Various Diamond Wall System 4 and 4.4 Concrete Masonry Units 
Tech Spec's, Anchor Block (1988, 1989) 

Modular Concrete Block , the Besser Co. (date unknown) 

Paving Stone: New Lock With Old World Charm / the Besser Co. 
(date unknown) 

Keystone International Compac Unit Product Literature (1992) 
Keystone Retaining Wall Systems Product Literature (1992) 
Garden Wall Product Literature (1991) 

CONCISE EXPLANATION OF NON-ENGLISH LANGUAGE DOCUMENTS 
European Patent Application No. 170 113; French Patent No. 
2,243,304; and German Patent No. 3,401,629 each have translations 
attached thereto. 

European Patent Application Nos . 39,372 (e.g. block 3 Fig. 
1), 215 991 (e.g. block 14 Fig. 3), 362,110 (e.g. block 1 Fig. 
1); French Patent Nos. 2,228,900 (e.g. block 4 Fig. 5), 2,343,871 
(e.g. block 1 Fig. 1), 2,422,780 (e.g. block 1 Fig. 1), 2,463,237 
(e.g. block 18 Fig. 5), 2,465,032 (e.g. Figs. 3-4); German Patent 
No. 1,811,932 (e.g. block 1 Fig. 1); Italian Patent No. 459,942; 
and Swiss Patent Nos. 657,172 (e.g. block 1 Fig. 1) and 669,001 
(e.g. block 1 Fig. 1) generally disclose stackable blocks or 
structural elements which have grooves and/or protrusions on 
their top and bottom surfaces so that their surfaces mesh upon 
stacking. 
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European Patent Application No, 130,921, German Patent No. 
2,719,107, and U.S.S.R. Patent No, 678,160 all contain English 
language abstracts, and generally disclose ribbed or grooved 
surfaces on blocks. 

European Patent Application No. 322 668 discloses stackable 
blocks that are secured by long rods (e.g. block 2 Fig. 2). 

Applicant only has a drawing page for French Patent No. 
392,474, which appears to disclose stackable blocks (e.g. Figs. 
7-12). Applicant also only has a drawing page for Great Britain 
Patent 336, which discloses various block shapes. Further, 
Applicant has only drawing pages for what Applicant believes to 
be Canadian Industrial Design Nos . 47747, 50020, 51794, 63365, 
65896, and 67904. 

French Patent No. 1,360,872 discloses a stackable block 
utilizing a pin retaining system (e.g. block 1 Fig. 1). 

German Patent No. 2,259,654 discloses blocks for use in an 
ornamental lattice wall structure (e.g. blocks 1-5). 

German Patent No. 2,755,833 discloses blocks having v-shaped 
grooves disposed upon their top & bottom surfaces (e.g. block 2 
Fig. 1). 

Italian Patent No. 456,776 discloses molded tiles having 
mating side surfaces (e.g. Fig. 1), and a mold for manufacturing 
them (e.g. mold 14 Fig. 5). 

Swiss Patent No. 2,054,452 discloses blocks having a pin- 
type retaining system (e.g. block 21 Fig. 1). 

8 



m % 

Kawano Cement Brochure discloses various designs for 
stackable mating blocks (e.g. block on title page). 

CONCLUSION 

Consideration of the listed documents and the remarks 
presented herein in the above-identified application is 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MICHAEL E. WOOLFORD 

Date: 

MERCHANT, GOULD, SMITH, EDELL , 

WELTER & SCHMIDT, P. A. 
1000 Norwest Center 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 
Telephone: (612) 298-1055 
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